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Colorado 
 

The Continental Divide 

 

 

A Greentours Itinerary 

 

Day 1 

To Denver 
 

Arriving in the clear bright air of Denver in the afternoon we’ll by-pass the city and 

head for the lovely Outlook Lodge in Green Mountain Falls. 

 

Days 2 & 3 

Pike’s Peak 
 

Scarlet Gilia lines the roadsides on the way up to Pike’s Peak alongside clumps of 

Aquilegia coerulea, the state flower. Dark-eyed Juncos of the grey-headed race 

have an attractive brick red patch on their backs and are common along the 

roadside and we’ll likely see a few Bighorn Sheep which like to gather by the road 

edge to take salts. Meadows in the upper montane zone are decorated with the 

delicate Allium cernuum, Penstemon glaber, various Castilleja species, Rosa blanda, 

and white-flowered Jamesia americana. Clouded and Orange Sulphurs will be seen 

regularly and we’ll also encounter other fine butterflies such as Western Tiger 

Swallowtail, Chequered White, and the beautiful Weidemeyer’s Admiral. California 

Tortoiseshells fly amongst the trees as we reach the subalpine zone where we’ll come 

across lovely Oxytropis sericea, Senecio atratus, the last flowers of Iris missouriensis, 

and abundant Mertensia lanceolata. Strikingly tall and robust Monument Plants, a 

kind of gentian, are noteworthy and we’ll see pretty Linum lewisii, the first of many 

Zigadenus elegans, and Hymenoxis grandiflora, the Old Man of the Mountain. The 

impressive road up Pike’s Peak takes one right up into the tundra zone with substantial 

snow patches close to the road. Here American Pikas scamper across tight-knit turf 

where we’ll find beautiful high alpines such as yellow-flowered Geum rossii, Trifolium 

nanum, Rhodiola integrifolia, Saxifraga chrysantha, Micranthes rhomboidea, 

Noccaea montanum and Castilleja occidentalis. A number of high alpines here 

might be familiar to the European botanists but are nonetheless welcome - Silene 

acaulis and Snowdon Lily. We’ll find fine shows of Eritrichium nanum and also 

Mertensia alpina. Most exciting though will be the gorgeous Primula parryi which 

should be in perfect flower at the time of our visit, alongside the almost as fine Primula 

angustifolia. 
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Days 4 – 7 

Grand Junction for Grand Mesa and Colorado National Monument 
 

Canyon Wren and Desert Cottontails are found the Wine Country Inn’s grounds while 

we’ll no doubt come across Western Scrub-Jays and Blue-gray Gnatcatchers 

fossicking in the Juniperus osteosperma as we walk to the two nearby wineries. 
 

As we drive up into the high country we’ll see the distinctive Rudbeckia montana on 

roadsides, a species with deep purple disc florets, a local speciality. Large stands of 

tall Corydalis caseana colour forests of Engleman Spruce and Subalpine Fir which 

garland the lakes and meadows of the Grand Mesa, a plateau situated around 

11,000 feet above sea level. Yellow-bellied Marmots whistle sharply as we approach 

their homes in gardens of Penstemons and Pedicularis. Broad-tailed Hummingbirds 

nectar in the superbly bright Castilleja rhexifolia flowers. Indeed the meadows up here 

offer a kaledioscopic show of colour with so many fine species – there’s both 

Polemonium foliosissimum and Polemonium pulcherrima, abundant Delphinium 

barbeyi, Cardamine cordifolia, Saxifraga odontoloma, Senecio triangularis, Aconitum 

columbianum, and the roseroots King’s Crown and Rose Crown. Golden-mantled 

Ground Squirrels, Least Chipmunks and Chickarees, all rather lovely little squirrels, 

seem to know that they make the most appealing subjects to photographers as they 

pose amongst shows of Arnica cordifolia, Erigeron glacialis, Saxifraga oregana, 

Caltha leptosepala, Oxypolis fendleri and Mertensia lanceolata. Green Comma and 

Margined White fly through more finery - Lupinus argenteus, Pedicularis racemosa 

and a pale yellow flowered form of Penstemon whippleanus.  
 

The sagebrush around the old observatory at Land’s End has a fine show of Castilleja 

chromosa and superb groups of Calochortus gunnisonii. The local endemics 

Penstemon mensarum and Eremogone fendleri both bloom here. Eriogonums will be 

noticeable and we’ll soon see a special butterfly whose caterpillars feed on this plant, 

the Blue Copper. A spectacular stand of Hedysarum occidentale frames the view 

down to Grand Junction as Cassin’s Finches feed in the conifers. The meadows up 

here are not only full of gorgeous flowers, they also offer the chance of seeing good 

numbers of some of North America’s more imposing butterflies, noptably Great 

Spangled and Northwestern Fritillaries, as well as Large Marble and Milbert’s 

Tortoiseshell. We’ll visit Monkey Flower Falls where perhaps not surprisingly there will be 

much Mimulus guttatus flowering in the lush vegetation around the cascade. The 

water attracts groups of mud-puddling Coronis Fritillaries. We’ll also see Alpine Blue 

(Glandon Blue!) and Queen Alexandra’s Sulphur. 
 

We’ll drive quiet roads through the marvellously scenic Colorado National Monument, 

the sagebrush dominated arid landscapes quite a contrast to the Grand Mesa. 

Pinyon Jays and Rock Squirrels are our companions as we enjoy such unusual blooms 

as the Snakeweed, Gutierrezia sarothae, the Rabbitbrush, Ericameria nauseosa, and 

the impressive yellow flowered spikes of Desert Prince’s Plume, Stanleya pinnata. Here 
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we’ll likely encounter Gambel’s Quail and the White-tailed Antelope Squirrels are very 

tame. 

 

Day 8  

Loveland Pass and to Georgetown 
 

Small alpine lakes dot the landscape at Loveland Pass. Here there are still 

snowpatches even at this season and around them we’ll seek Brown-capped Rosy 

Finches and photograph the Snow Plant Chionophila jamesii. There’s also Viola 

adunca, Ranunculus adoneus, and the scarce scree endemic Aquilegia 

saximontana. Anemone patens multifida and Anemone narcissiflora form drifts on the 

gentle slopes where we’ll also find Kalmia microphylla, Dryas punctata hookeriana 

and the the yellow composite Tonestus pygmaeus. The almost pure black 

Magdalena Alpine flies above Rhodiolas, Potentilla glaucophylla and Sedum 

lanceolatum and we’ll have another chance to see the lovely Primula parryi here.  

 

Days 9 – 14 

The Rockies – Mt Evans, Guanella Pass, Weston Pass, Hoosier Pass, and the Rocky 

Mountain National Park 
 

The majestic vistas of the High Rockies adorn many a travel brochure with pristine 

forests, lakes and peaks stretching off into the blue yonder. Roads make these areas 

both accessible and busy, however it is quite possible to find quiet flower and 

butterfly-filled meadows and tundra away from the crowds that populate the 

honeypots within the stunning Rocky Mountain National Park. We’ll visit high passes 

where White-tailed Ptarmigan crouch in the tundra amongst a host of wonderful 

alpine gems. Indeed we can wander all day without seeing another soul along trails 

where we can see Moose, Three-toed Woodpecker, and Arctic Fritillary. Hairy 

Woodpecker and Northern Flickers are further woodpeckers we’ll encounter as we 

walk along scenic and quiet forest trails where Swertia perennis decorates boggy 

areas alongside the Elephanthead Pedicularis groenlandica and under the trees is 

stunningly pink-hued Pyrola asarifolia and Gaultheria humifusa. Juniper Hairstreak and 

Purplish Coppers flutter about glades where Olive-sided Flycatchers sally forth for 

insects and fine Gentianella acuta blooms prolifically. Beautiful Oxytropis splendens 

will be in flower and we’ll encounter lots of delicate Twinflower alongside Nodding 

and Green-flowered Wintergreens. 
 

Dark purple forms of Penstemon whippleanus are a common sight in the alpine zone 

of the Guanella Pass. Amongst the many mountain jewels we’ll see here are tiny 

Gentiana prostrata, diminutive Lewisia pygmaea, and the gorgeous Sky Pilot, a kind 

of jacobs ladder. We’ll find the yellow pompoms of Ivesia gordonii, pale yellow-

flowered Erysimum capitatum and brilliant pink Pedicularis sudetica scopulorum. This is 

a great spot for truly alpine butterflies such as Shasta Blue and Mead’s Sulphur and 

we’ll find that classic alpine butterfly, the Rocky Mountain Parnassian, a kind of 

apollo.  
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Fantastically twisted, gnarled and very ancient Bristlecone Pines are an amazing 

sight. Colorado Chipmunks scurry amongst a rich flora that includes Allium geyeri, 

Penstemon virens and Trifolium parryi amongst the usual mixture of Mertensias, 

Polemoniums and Minuartias. Mountain Bluebirds sing as we wander amongst 

Heuchera bracteata, pale-flowered Potentilla fissa and Phacelia hastata. Heading to 

the top of the highest paved road in North America we’ll find tundra where some 

really special butterflies make their home, notably Colorado Alpine, Edith's 

Checkerspot and Melissa Arctic, while lovely Rocky Mountain Parnassian are 

common. Here we’ll find yet more alpine beauties in the shape of Erigeron 

pinnatisectus, Phlox condensata, Oxytropis lambertii, Saxifraga hirculus, Claytonia 

megarrhiza, Polemonium viscosum, Saxifraga chrysantha and Saxifraga hirculus. 
 

We’ll visit the Hoosier Pass where there’s a selection of species we’ll not see elsewhere 

among them Saussurea weberi, Gentiana algida, Oxytropis podocarpa, Oxytropis 

viscida, Papaver kluanense, Armeria maritima sibirica, Saxifraga flagellaris, and 

Ipomopsis globularis. Woodland tracks here have Mitella pentandra and on damp 

banks wonderful mixed displays of Habenaria dilatata and Parnassia fimbriata. 
  

The drive up to the little visited Weston Pass will take us through really wild country with 

the lower forests home to giant Pedicularis procera and sagebrush with the best 

displays we’ll see of Calochortus gunnisonii. Up towards the pass we’ll find snow 

patches close to which beautiful Senecio soldanella blooms alongside Phlox 

pulvinata, Phacelia sericea, Silene scouleri, Corydalis aurea and Townsendia 

rothrockii. Uinta Chipmunks look cute amongst wonderful shows of Sky Pilot and 

Colorado Alpine flies over Purple flowered Boechera lemmonii and attractive 

Delphinium alpestre. We’ll depart Denver evening of Day 14. 

 

Day 15 

Arrive Europe 

 

 

Call 01298 83563 or visit www.greentours.co.uk for the report from our reconnaissance 

trip to Colorado. If you would like to ask about any other aspect of this holiday, 

please call 01298 83563 or email us at enquiries@greentours.co.uk.  

 

 

To Book a on this Holiday please fill in the booking form which you can download 

from www.greentours.co.uk (also found in the Greentours brochure) and post/fax to 

Greentours, PO Box 148, Buxton SK17 1BE, UK. Tel/Fax +44 (0)1298 83563. After booking 

your place you’ll receive a confirmation letter and a detailed information pack will 

be dispatched twelve weeks prior to departure. Flower, mammal, butterfly and bird 

checklists are available. 
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